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A  YE A R O F PR AY E R 
A PASSION FOR PRAYER:  LENT 2010 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 
Ash Wednesday is a great day to make a fresh start.  Perhaps 

you have a friend or family member who has 

drifted away from regular worship and would 

like to return.  At the Ash Wednesday services, 

there will be opportunity to confess sins and to 

hear Christôs word of forgiveness -- the basis for 

renewal of faith.  Ashes on our foreheads are a 

sign of Godôs purifying fire, refining us like a 

refiner of gold or silver.  And the ashes are in 

the shape of a cross, a sign of Godôs relationship to us through 

Baptism into the death of Christ. 
 

7:15 am   Daily Morning Prayer ï All Saints Chapel 

8:00 am  Childrenôs Chapel with Imposition of Ashes  

  and Holy Communion 

7:00 pm  Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes 
 

 

Weekdays During Lent 
The earliest Christians prepared to celebrate Easter by renew-

ing practices of repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love.   

Ever since many Christians through the centuries  have been 

similarly renewed in faith during the season of Lent.  Lent is a 

time to remember our heritage as Christians, which reminds us 

that faith is active in love, that consistency in what we say we 

believe and what we actually do matters.  All of the weekdays 

of Lent are days to practice repentance, fasting, prayer, and 

works of love.  During this Year of Prayer at Immanuel, we 

will focus on renewal of prayer both personally and as a con-

gregation.  For more details and practical suggestions about the 

Lenten disciplines, see http://www.spirithome.com/lent.html. 
 

 

Wednesday Evenings of Lent  
Wednesdays of Lent are packed with opportunities for fellow-

ship, renewal, and growth in our following of Christ.  Each 

evening begins with a meal at 5:45 p.m. in the cafeteria.  At 

6:25 p.m., the 8th grade confirmands and those in the adult 

catechumenate gather in the church for preparation sessions for 

the Easter Vigil.  Anyone wanting to learn more about the 

Easter Vigil and to prepare for participation in it, is welcome.  

Then Holden Evening Prayer begins at 7 p.m.  A highlight dur-

ing evening prayer will be a something new:  dramatic dia-

logue, under the direction of Bob Boetel, preceding and follow-

ing a brief homily. 
 

 

Weekly Wednesday Schedule 
5:45 pm  Meal in the Cafeteria 

6:25 pm Preparation for Easter Vigil for 8th grade  

 confirmands and parents, adults catechumens, 

and anyone else interested.  Meets in the 

church. 

7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer with Lenten Drama 

 

Drama Theme:  A Passion for Prayer 

Wednesday, February 24 Prelude to Prayer 

Wednesday, March 3 The Poetry of Prayer 

Wednesday, March 10 The Privilege of Prayer 

Wednesday, March 17 The Power of Prayer 

Wednesday, March 24 Prayer as Preparation for Service 

 

 

In addition to all of the aforementioned blessings, our banner 

creator, Lois Prahlow, has a wonderful surprise in store for all 

of us.  Wednesday evenings in Lent are the perfect time to seek 

and to find spiritual refreshment and renewal.  Make plans to 

be there.  And INVITE A FRIEND! 

 

Pastor Steve Bongard 
 

http://www.spirithome.com/lent.html
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The Immanuel Messenger is a newsletter published monthly (except for  

combined issues in June/July and August/September).   

Submissions due by 10th day of preceding month. 

Published by  Immanuel Lutheran Church  for its members.  

Immanuel Lutheran Church is located at  

1700 Monticello Park Drive, 

 Valparaiso, IN 46383-3899 
 

Phone:                                                                           (219) 462-8207  

FAX:                                                                             (219) 531-2238 

web site:                                                         www.immanuelvalpo.org 

General Info:                                         cprahlow@immanuelvalpo.org 

Messenger:                                            cprahlow@immanuelvalpo.org 

 

 

Church Office:                                              462-8207    extension 
 

Pastor:                                                          Stephen Bongard  

Pastor:                            Daniel Eggold 
  
 

 
 

Minister of Discipleship:                           Bonnie Beversdorf        

Business Manager:                                           Karyn Breitzke        

Building & Grounds:                               Chris Hildebrand 

Youth Director/Administrative Assistant:         Chris Prahlow           

Director of  Formation:                               Vicar Steve Driver         

Music Director:                                              William Ickstadt         

Deacon:                      Tom Brown 

Principal:                                                              Lynn Bremer                

Preschool Director:                                                    Sue Hord 

  

SUPPORT OUR STAFF IN  PRAYER 

 

The Immanuel family joins together to pray that God would 

guide & encourage our staff in their important work. In  

February, we will especially uphold in prayer: 
 

Kris Lange - School Administrative Assistant 

Stephanie Leverich - Kitchen Manager 

Karolyn Mills - Church Secretary 

Marilyn Schroer - Music Assistant 

 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May God bless you on  

your birthday  

and throughout the year! 

WORSHIP   
        

 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

  Wednesday, February 3 10:30 am Holy Communion 
 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Sunday, February 7 8:00 am & 10:45 am Holy Communion 

  Saturday, February 6 6:00 pm  Holy Communion 
 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Sunday, February 14 8:00 am & 10:45 am Holy Communion 

  Saturday, February 13 6:00 pm  LBW Evening Prayer  
 

Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 17 8 am Holy Communion with the 

   Imposition of Ashes 

Wednesday, February 17 7 pm Holy Communion with the 

   Imposition of Ashes 
 

The First Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, February 21 8:00 am & 10:45 am Holy Communion 

  Saturday, February 20 6:00 pm  Holy Communion 
 

The 1st Wednesday of Lent 

Wednesday, February 24 7:00 pm  Holden Evening Prayer 

(preceded by Lenten Meal at 5:45 pm) 
 

The Second Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, February 28 8:00 am & 10:45 am Holy Communion 

  Saturday, February 27 6:00 pm  LBW Evening Prayer  

  Wednesday, March 3, 10:30 am Holy Communion 

 

The 2nd Wednesday of Lent 

Wednesday, March 3 7:00 pm  Holden Evening Prayer 

(preceded by Lenten Meal at 5:45 pm) 
 

The Third Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 7 8:00 am & 10:45 am Holy Communion 

  Saturday, March 6 6:00 pm  Holy Communion 
 

The 3rd Wednesday of Lent 

Wednesday, March 10 7:00 pm  Holden Evening Prayer 

(preceded by Lenten Meal at 5:45 pm) 
 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 14 8:00 am & 10:45 am Holy Communion 

  Saturday, March 13 6:00 pm  LBW Evening Prayer  
 

The 4th Wednesday of Lent 

Wednesday, March 17 7:00 pm  Holden Evening Prayer 

(preceded by Lenten Meal at 5:45 pm) 
 

+ + + 
 

Morning Prayer: Monday - Friday 7:15 am  All Saintsô Chapel 

 

School Chapel - Thursday 8 am (except for Ash Wednesday) 
 

Questions?  Check the weekly outsert at church or online at: 
 

www.immanuelvalpo.org 

 

or call the Church Office at 462-8207 for more information. 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
      
BAPTISMS 
.. 

Evelyn Selah Carter, daughter of Dan & Sarah Carter,  

January 10, 2010 
 

Hannah Jane Lambert, daughter of Joseph & Katelyn 

Lambert, January 9, 2010 
 

 

 

212 

213 

  

214 

264 

225 

211 

218 

219 

273 

216 

220 

Lois Kuehl, 90, February 1 

Ernest Steinhilber 81, February 9 

William Koch , 80, February 10 

Irma Nulton , 87, February 12 

Dorothy Kretzmann , 84, February 14 

Marjorie Speckhard , 83, February 14 

Walter Keller , 81, February 20 

Vivian Breen,  81, February 22 

Dolores McEnterfer 83, February 26 
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PLEASE NOTE: 

 

SUBSTITUTE FOR A FULL FIRE DRILL 

 

The physical plant of Immanuel is monitored by an extensive fire alarm system that is composed of ñpull 

boxesò, heat detectors in selected rooms, and smoke detectors in the ventilation system.  When an alarm  

is activated, an automatic call is made to the Valparaiso Fire Department.  We hope that the automated  

system will never be activated during a church service.  In order to keep the congregation aware of  

procedures if it should happen, this announcement is  posted:   
 

If the alarm sounds the service will be suspended immediately.   
 

The pastor will ask the ushers to begin the evacuation of the building.   
 

The ushers will supervise an orderly evacuation from the worship space into the Gathering Space and then  

to the South (Main), West (Porte Cochere), and East (Chapel) exits from the Gathering Space:  Those at  

the rear (south) of the worship space will leave first to be followed by those nearer the front (north).   
 

Please remember to use all of the 7 portals in exiting into the Gathering Space.  
 

The four emergency exits in the worship space will be used only if fire is blocking the regular exits.  
 

In inclement weather, you are asked to quickly reclaim your outerwear and put it on as you leave the building. 

 

FIRST COMMUNION  CLASS FOR 3RD 

THROUGH  7TH  GRADE STUDENTS  

 

The practice of Immanuel Lutheran Church permits chil-

dren to participate for the first time in Holy Communion 

prior to the rite of Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation).   

While children as young as first or second grade have pre-

pared for and received first Communion, a good time to 

start thinking about it is around 5th grade.  When a child 

expresses interest and parents assume the responsibility 

for nurturing them in the blessings our Lord bestows in 

Holy Communion, parents may obtain a preparation book-

let from one of the pastors, Welcome to Godôs Table: Pre-

paring for Holy Communion.  After a time of working 

through the booklet at home together, parents and child 

schedule a time to meet with one of the pastors for further 

preparation.  After this meeting, a first Communion day is 

scheduled. Also, a First Communion course, ñWelcome 

to the Lordôs Table,ò will be held March 2, 9, and 16, 

at 6:00 p.m. The class is open to any 3rd through 7th 

DYNAMIC , FAITHFUL WORSHIP 

WE REGULARLY AND CREATIVELY WORSHIP GOD IN  WORD AND SACRAMENT 

grade student. For more information, contact Pastor Eg-

gold. The season of Easter is a wonderful time for children 

to receive first Communion.  

 

 

Pastor Steve Bongard 

Pastor Dan Eggold   
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BOLD , EVANGELISTIC  SERVICE   

WE FREELY, OPENLY, CREATIVELY SHARE THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST IN  WORDS AND ACTIONS 
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IMMANUEL  MISSION TEAM HEADING  

TO  GUATEMALA  IN  FEBRUARY 
 

On February 20, Immanuel will send a Mission Team of thir-

teen persons to Gualan, Guatemala.   The trip is being coordi-

nated through the efforts of Central American Lutheran Mis-

sions (CALMS).    CALMS is an organization that works with 

local Lutheran churches in Central America to assist those con-

gregations in their evangelism and outreach efforts. Our team 

from Immanuel will work with the local Lutheran Congrega-

tion, Iglesia Luterana La Resurrección on several projects in 

Gualan. 

One project involves the construction of a home.  As part of its 

outreach to members of the community, Iglesia Luterana La 

Resurrección constructs homes in and around the city of 

Gualan.  Funds raised here at Immanuel pay for the materials 

and local skilled labor for construction of the home.   Members 

of Immanuelôs team also participate in the construction proc-

ess.  There is a special joy found in providing a concrete block 

home for people who previously lived in a structure of earth 

and wood. 

Another part of the mission trip involves medical and dental 

services. The Immanuel team will include a dentist and a phy-

sician who will be providing their services. The team also 

plans to provide medicines and health kits to members of the 

community. 
 

There are always children present at the work site so itôs a 

great opportunity to work with them on their reading and writ-

ing skills. Bringing bible story coloring books and reading 

books is a good way to accomplish this. Members of the team 

will also conduct informal ñEnglish as a second languageò 

gatherings. 
 

Immanuel members who are not able to travel with the team 

can participate by being ñSendersò.    First, Senders can pray 

for the team and its efforts.   In addition, Senders can assemble 

health kits, make contributions towards the construction and 

medical costs, and can serve as drivers to and from the airport.  

For more information, see the display that is in the Sharing 

Space at the Church.   You can also call Tom Brown at 219-

771-0760. 

A TALE OF TWO  SCHOOLS 

 

Every year Immanuel School celebrates Lutheran School 

Week. During this time a game between classrooms called 

ñCopper vs. Silverò is played to raise funds for a designated 

cause. For the past several years the money has gone to pur-

chase backpacks and supplies that were sent with the mission 

teams to the Lutheran Church in Gualan, Guatemala.  
 

That church,  Iglesia Evangelica Luterana la Resurrección, has 

been building a school for the past ten years. Last July the 

school was dedicated! If starting a Lutheran school here in the 

U.S. seems a formidable task, imagine what it is like in Guate-

mala. As Pastor Luis told us last spring, ñIt is a miracle what is 

happening here.ò With the help of some Lutheran churches in 

(Continued on page 5) 

House built last year  

The building in the foreground is the church. The 

taller building uphill is the school. 

Medical and dental clinic  

held in the church  


